
 
OLDER PATIENTS HAVE HIGH RATES OF COMORBIDITY 
 

• In 1995, 79% of the 70+ age group had 1 or more of the following 
chronic disorders: 

 
 Arthritis 
 Hypertension 
 Heart disease 
 Diabetes mellitus 
 Respiratory disease  
 Cancer 
 Stroke 

 
• Functional disability is highly associated with chronic disorders 
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